
college as a part
of your future

Imagine



It may seem difficult to imagine your 
student’s life after high school. How 
will they transition away from home 
and grow into adulthood? You have 
cared for and protected them their 
entire life. It’s scary to think about 
how that might change.

The transition to adulthood is 
never easy. And for students with 
intellectual disabilities, the transition 
can be even more challenging. 
But don’t worry. Shepherds 
College is a wonderful place to 
ease that transition. Our network 
of supportive staff and students 
are helpful and encouraging. As a 

A three-year journey 
to a better life

Shepherds College Soaring Eagle, 
your student will experience new 
things like managing money, learning 
life-long career skills, developing 
relationships, experiencing 
roommates and maturing into 
adulthood. Just what college is 
about for anyone.

As the country’s leading three-
year accredited post-secondary 
program for students with intellectual 
disabilities, Shepherds College 
focuses on offering education and 
career training in culinary arts, 
horticulture and technology, along 
with life skills training and a solid 

understanding of God’s love and the 
plan He has for each of our students. 
Enrollment here will set a hopeful, 
positive course for a graduate’s  
entire life.

Employment is an important aspect 
of a fulfilling and productive life. 
Typically, only 34%* of young 
people with intellectual disabilities 
(22 to 30 years of age) in America 
are employed. Graduates from 
Shepherds College achieve a 90%** 
employment rate, on average. The 
difference is significant.

* Includes employment at subminimum wage. 
** Gainful employment at minimum wage or higher  
 based on a survey of grads from 2011-2016.

Shepherd’s College is one of the 
best things that has ever happened 
to our son! He is more confident 
and capable now than he was a 
year ago.
—Sheri, parent



Shepherds College launched in 2008, built on the 
foundation of Shepherds Ministries, which for over 
half a century has profoundly influenced the lives of 
generations of people with intellectual disabilities. 

The college’s mission is to educate and train 
students with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities by equipping them to reach Appropriate 
Independence™ through the development of 
vocational, social and life skills while inspiring a 
lasting awareness of God’s plan for their lives.

These four main principles taught at Shepherds College  
are the core of Appropriate Independence:

1. We are designed on purpose and for a purpose. 
2. We are created as individuals for community. 
3. Our purpose is to train for life. 
4. Our goal is to empower individuals to serve.

Everything we do at Shepherds College is built on these 
principles. And our campus and extended community is an 
accepting, nurturing place for growth and independence.

A Strong Foundation 
for Appropriate 
Independence™



student life
Living on campus is an important 
aspect of any college experience. 
Shepherds College students have 
lots of opportunities to have fun 
and grow socially while developing 
life-long friendships through 
participation in activities on campus 
and in the Union Grove, Wisconsin 
community.

While at Shepherds College, 
students live in dorm rooms, 
student halls and independent 
apartments. They are introduced 
to and develop life-long living skills 
including managing money, using 
transportation, shopping, personal 
care, developing relationships, 
dealing with challenges, being safe, 
and growing their spiritual life.

Classwork will keep them busy, but 
there is so much more to Shepherds 
College than an education and 
career skills.

Outside of class, there are 
opportunities to work on community 
and campus service projects, go on 
field trips, participate in sports and 
clubs, develop deep friendships, and 
discover life outside of the sheltering 
arms of their parents and families.

Spiritual growth is an important 
part of student life at Shepherds 
College. Local church attendance 
exposes students to God’s Word and 
encourages them to share Christ’s 
love with others, on-campus and in 
the community.

Located in the peaceful village of 
Union Grove, Wisconsin (30-minutes 
south of Milwaukee, and 60-minutes 
from Chicago, Illinois), Shepherds 
College is home to a small, close-
knit group of students, faculty and 
staff dedicated to the growth of  
your student. 



“My mission at Shepherds 
College is to prepare for a 
career in Culinary Arts so that 
I can be independent, stand 
on my own two feet, and one 
day start my own business!”
 —James, student

culinary arts
Everyone loves to eat, but it takes 
a specially-trained person to be 
a great cook, baker or server—
especially in a career setting.

Shepherds College’s Culinary Arts program is a wonderful opportunity for 
students to develop food service, restaurant and bakery skills through in-depth 
classroom instruction and substantial hands-on experience. Students roll up 
their sleeves, don aprons and chef jackets while gaining knowledge and high-
demand workplace skills for this field.

In the three-year program, students gain an introduction to Culinary Arts,  
receive in-depth classroom instruction, and gain field experience that matches 
the specific abilities of each student — preparing them for a career in this 
fulfilling field.



horticulture
Sometimes, great things come from 
getting your hands dirty! Learning 
how to grow and care for fruits, 
vegetables and ornamental plants 
is a fulfilling career for people who 
appreciate nature and caring for  
the earth.

“I was created on and for a 
purpose. I’m learning to be 
appropriately independent 
by being diligent in my 
Horticulture work now to 
prepare for my Horticulture 
career after I graduate.”
 —Isabel, student

Keeping home and commercial landscapes healthy, tended and looking 
good is another opportunity for a horticultural career, as are employment as 
a groundskeeper or agricultural worker. Tending and selling plants at a home 
or garden center, or creating beautiful floral displays at a florist shop are other 
career opportunities available for graduates with horticultural knowledge  
and skills.

Shepherds College plants the seeds of horticultural training for interested 
students, and by applying their own passion and dedication, those seeds can 
grow and flourish into fun and enjoyable careers.



“I exist to use my gifts and 
skills to inspire positive 
change in the Technology 
world.”
 —Matthew, student

Shepherds College’s 40-week Technology program educates interested 
students in valued skills that are in demand in today’s workplaces. Graduates 
could find employment in an office setting, in a computer repair facility, or in a 
software, gaming or digital media company. 

This Technology program teaches students career skills such as keyboarding, 
professional office skills, data entry, Internet research, file management, 
introduction to programming, network management and digital media.

This technical knowledge and skill development will prepare graduates for 
employment doing office work, software development, information technology 
(IT), computer repair, or media production.

technology
It’s a high tech world with a lot 
of opportunity for people who 
understand gigabytes, pixels and 
computer technologies and how 
to apply them in professional work 
environments.



campus 
& housing
At Shepherds College, students 
live in a safe environment that is 
designed to promote emotional, 
spiritual, and social growth. 
Each day, they grow toward 
independence in many areas of life. 

“At Shepherds College I plan 
to grow in independence 
and prepare for a job within 
my skill set. I want to be 
remembered as a student 
who persisted even when 
things were challenging.”
 —Emma, student

Aside from attending classes, the Residential Life program at Shepherds College 
provides students with opportunities to build lasting friendships, explore the 
community, and serve others. 

Like traditional colleges, Shepherds College offers on-campus housing, but 
unique to Shepherds College is a graduated living arrangement to foster 
personal independence and growth. 

Our campus is in a secure, quiet neighborhood, next to a spacious park and 
surrounded by trees and green spaces. Walking trails guide students around 
campus, and distances from campus housing to classrooms are close — which 
is important in Wisconsin’s snowy winters! 

Students find Shepherds College campus comfortable, safe and easy to  
get around. 



To learn more about Shepherds College, our qualifications for admission, the 
admission process, anticipated costs, financial assistance, campus visits or 
anything else, contact our Admissions Office at 262.878.6359 or send them an 
email at SCAdmissions@shepherdscollege.edu

We know you’ll have questions as you think more about the possibility of 
Shepherds College for your student. And get your student involved in the 
discussion! Our website has education information, photo galleries, videos and 
testimonials from students that will inspire conversation and possibilities.

Admissions
262.878.6359
info@shepherdscollege.edu 
shepherdscollege.edu

Shepherds College 
1805 15th Avenue 
Union Grove, WI 53182-1597

We look forward to providing a 
hopeful future to your student.

contact At Shepherds College, I learned 
that even if I have a disability, I can 
do anything I put my mind to. I am 
my own person; I don’t have to be 
someone else to please people.
—Olya, alumna
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